The Evolution of Human Settlements, UST606
Maxine Goodman Levin College of Urban Affairs, Cleveland State University
Instructor: Dr. William M. Bowen.
Office: UB219. Phone: 687-9226. email: w.bowen@.csuohio.edu.
Office hours: Tuesday 1:30 - 4:30 or by appointment.
Fall Semester, 2017
Course Overview: This course is about the evolution of human settlements. It is
motivated by an interest in understanding today’s densely-populated urban sociotechnical settlement systems in which increasing complexity is frequently a source of
difficulty. The primary goal is to provide the student with sufficient conceptual and
theoretical background together with substantive knowledge about various human
settlements, and about complex social systems, to begin to understand and apply relevant
theories, concepts, and ideas in consideration of plans, policies and decisions that affect
governance and the future of these systems.
The course is premised upon the assumption that the great progress that has occurred over
the past centuries has been nothing less than astounding in terms of the material
dimensions of our lives, of the things we have, at least for many of us. But it has not
necessarily brought an increase in happiness, and certainly does not enable any of us to
look to the future and feel a sense of confident serenity that generations of our children
yet to come will live in the sort of world we would hope and prefer for them. One has
only to look at any good current newspaper to find loud contradictions of this hope in
poverty and deprivation, war, genocide, crime, famine, epidemic, ecological catastrophe,
weapons of mass destruction, malnutrition, and attacks on the liberties we hold dear.
Moreover, experience suggests that when it comes to making collective efforts at
ameliorating social and environmental problems of enormous complexity and seriousness
such as these, the state of the art is dismal. Typically, such efforts amount to little more
than collective action taken on the basis of partially formulated images or representations
of poorly understood situations. When rendered and entered into political processes, such
representations eventually evolve into collective actions that, while perhaps intended to
have ameliorative affects, nevertheless tend instead to be partially successful at best and
at worst, to bring disastrous unanticipated consequences. For example, during the
twentieth century, Marxism-Leninism, National Socialism and the Great Leap Forward
were all put forth as solutions to what were then perceived to be the major social
problems of the time, as if they were based upon definitive social postulates. But rather
than leading to social renewal, as they had promised, they instead undermined selfdetermination and led to wholesale decline of reason.
Accordingly, the course is designed to help answer two fundamental questions. First,
how have we gotten to this point? Second, what if any steps can be taken now to offer
significant possibilities for solving or ameliorating the major urban, social and
environmental problems we face today, and improving the state of civil societies in the
future?
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Several distinct kinds of problem belong in a course on the evolution of human
settlements. Any such settlement can be understood as a socio-technical system located
in an ecosystem, at a particular time and place, with a particular endowment of resources,
knowledge, and technology. One kind of problem refers to recognizing and properly
understanding the substantive aspects of such systems and their locations. This involves;
(a) identifying the elements of the situations and the relations applicable among those
elements, and (b) assimilating that knowledge into a broad perspective from which to
understand the conditions that govern and constrain the choice set of options for human
action within that situation. The second kind of problem is one of developing a shared
understanding among people who have different perspectives and values and who are in
one way or another a part of the situations—whether they are engaged in studying them,
attempting to change them, or simply being influenced by them. A third kind of problem
is how to locate such understanding as can be developed into the stream of history in an
informed, organized, effective way, preserving whatever relevant knowledge and insight
is available. A fourth kind of problem, which is embedded in the third, but which
deserves special recognition because of its impact, focuses upon how to use this
understanding to improve plans, policies, and decisions that exert influence on the future
of society. Personal values and the choice sets of alternative feasible course of action
determined by particular circumstances play a major role in this fourth area, but mastery
of the relevant knowledge and understanding can influence greatly the way in which
choices are made and values are exercised. This course aims primarily at the first three
of these problems, in the belief that contributions to them will indirectly benefit the
fourth.
Conventional ways of coping with complexity in human settlements today are not
satisfactory. Much of the difficulty comes about because hubris, population growth and
technological advancement interact in a vicious cycle. The course will cover these
factors, at least to a first approximation. Much also comes about because the rate of
change in many human societies is now faster than the rate at which individuals and
groups of people can effectively assimilate and respond to day-to-day circumstances.
This is true not only in terms of the cognitive frameworks with which individuals and
groups deliberate and take action at an individual level, but also in terms of the
institutional frameworks around which societies are organized. It is probably not
possible to attach meaningful measures to these two rates, but it is at least possible to
consider ways in which they may be made more compatible. For instance, it may be
possible to influence the rate at which people can effectively assimilate the changes they
encounter into their own individual knowledge and understanding. In turn, the proposals
for action they put forth based upon this enhanced knowledge and understanding may
help make possible an extended form of democracy and bring about improvements in the
decision-making processes which influence the experiences of individuals living within
human settlements now and in the future.
The course has two primary components. The first is comprised of presentations and
discussions during class-meetings. The format of the class-meetings will be of a mixed
lecture-seminar type. That is, in each meeting, a presentation will be made, and this will
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be followed by a discussion. Students are expected to: prepare for and attend all classes,
prepare for and participate actively in discussions, ask clarifying questions, and generally
contribute to the discussion. The second is comprised of homework done individually by
participants in the course. This will consist of reading the assigned course material,
preparing for discussions and, as necessary, writing papers.
Learning objectives:
1.
Obtain an overview of the natural and social histories of diverse human
settlements throughout the world, with special emphasis upon the environmental and
geographical factors that have come to characterize them through time
2.
Begin to know and understand the component principles and characteristics of the
dynamics of evolving social systems and how they apply within the context of human
settlements
3.
Come to know salient characterizing elements of human settlements at various
times and places recorded in natural and written history, including those in the age of
hunter-gatherers, Neolithic, ancient, medieval, industrial, and information ages
4.
Understand the theory and assess the empirical evidence used to establish the
validity of evolutionary explanations of change in human settlements
5.
Obtain insight into how evolutionary processes have determined the state of
human settlements around the world today
6.
Extend the substantive knowledge of past human settlements together with
principles of evolutionary and systems theory to anticipate possible future outcomes, and
contemplate policy proposals that might influence these outcomes
7.
Obtain insights into individual and collective human thought and behavior which
are essential for participants and reformers to improve the success with which they solve
problems within complex urban social systems today
8.
Become familiar with salient dimensions of the state of human settlements around
the world today, and the threats to their sustainability
9.
Stimulate questions, discussion, and critical thinking, on an informed basis, and
with an open mind, about current urban policies and practices
Selected Sources of Class Readings:
Allen W. Johnson and Timothy Earle (2000). The Evolution of Human Societies:
From Foraging Group to Agrarian State. 2nd Edition. Stanford, California: owen
Charles More (2000). Understanding the Industrial Revolution. New York:
Routledge (e-book).
John S. Dryzek and David Schlosberg (editors), Debating the Earth. Oxford:
Oxford University Press. 1998.
Lewis Mumford (1961). The City in History. San Diego, CA: Hartcourt, Inc.
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All readings other than those in Mumford will be available through the web, on the
Blackboard site or in class.

Tentative Schedule of Topics and Readings
Prior to the first class meeting, read:
Thomas Malthus. 1798, “First Essay on Population,” available from the Modern History
Sourcebook at: http://www.fordham.edu/Halsall/mod/1798malthus.asp
Thomas Henry Huxley. 1888, “The Struggle for Existence” available from the Modern
History Sourcebook at: http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/mod/1888thhuxley-struggle.asp
Voltairine De Cleyre. 1910. “The Dominant Idea.” Available from:
http://dwardmac.pitzer.edu/Anarchist_Archives/bright/cleyre/dominant.html

Foundations: The Origins, Fates and States of Human Settlements
August 28: The Evolution of Human Settlements: Some Basic Terms and Concepts
Readings for next class meeting:
Geoffrey M. Hodgson. (2004) Darwinism, Causality, and the Social Sciences. Journal
of Economic Methodology 11:2, 175–194.
Bowen and Gleeson: Draft Introduction and Draft Chapter 1.
Caroll Quigley (1961). The Evolution of Civilizations. Indianapolis: Liberty Press. pp
31 – 84
http://www.carrollquigley.net/pdf/Carroll-Quigley-TheEvolutionOfCivilizationsAnIntroductionToHistoricalAnalysis-1st&2nd-Editions.pdf
Watch: “Stories From the Stone Age”.
7bqi70B3tE&list=PL9BB248CA3F85D500

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-

Optional: Chet C. Sherwood, Francys Subiaul, and Tadeusz W. Zawidzki (2008). A
natural history of the human mind: tracing evolutionary changes in brain and cognition.
Journal of Anatomy 212: 426 – 454.
September 4: Labor Day. No class meeting.
Readings for next class meeting:
Mumford Chapter 1
Bowen and Gleeson: Draft Chapters 2 & 3
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T. J. Wilkinson, Graham Philip, J. Bradbury, R. Dunford, D. Donoghue, N. Galiatsatos,
D. Lawrence, A. Ricci, S. L. Smith (2014). Contextualizing Early Urbanization:
Settlement Cores, Early States and Agro-pastoral Strategies in the Fertile Crescent
During the Fourth and Third Millennia BC. Journal of World Prehistory 27:43–109
Evan L. MacLean (2016). Unraveling the evolution of uniquely human cognition.
Proceedings of the National Academy of Science 113 (23): 6348 – 6354.
Optional: William E. Dunstan (1998).
Wadsworth. Chapters 1 and 2.

The Ancient Near East.

Belmont, CA:

Optional. Leda Cosmides (1989). The Logic of Social Exchange: Has Natural Selection
Shaped How Humans Reason? Studies with the Wason Selection Task. Cognition 31:
187 – 276.
Optional. Peter J. Richerson and Robert Boyd (1984). Natural Selection and Culture.
Bioscience 34(7): 430 – 434.
September 11: The Earliest Complex Human Settlements
Urban Colloquium 6pm – 7pm
Readings for next class meeting:
Mumford Chapters 2 – 3
Allen W. Johnson and Timothy Earle (2000). The Evolution of Human Societies:
From Foraging Group to Agrarian State. 2nd Edition. Stanford, California: Stanford
University Press. Chapter 1
Bowen and Gleeson: Draft Chapters 4 & 5
September 18: Physical, Biological, Social and Dimensions of Human Settlements
Readings for next week’s class meeting:
Mumford Chapters 4 - 6
Paul A. David (2007). Path Dependence—A Foundational Concept for Historical Social
Science. Cliometrica —The Journal of Historical Economics and Econometric History 1
(2).

Selected Human Settlements in History
September 25: Classical Settlements of Greece and Rome
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Urban Colloquium 6pm – 7pm
Readings for next week’s class meeting:
Mumford Chapters 7 - 8
W. Brian Arthur (1989). Competing Technologies, Increasing Returns, and Lock-In By
Historical Events. The Economic Journal 99: 116 – 131.
Alan Page Fiske (2000). Complementarity Theory: Why Human Social Capacities
Evolved to Require Cultural Complements. Personality and Social Psychology Review 4
(1): 76–94.
October 2: European Settlements of the Middle-Ages
Paper #1 due
Readings for next week’s class meeting:
Mumford Chapters 9 – 11
More: Introduction and Chapters 1 and 8
October 9: The Industrial Revolution and the Rise of Capitalism
Urban Colloquium 6pm – 7pm
Readings for next week’s class meeting:
Mumford Chapters 12 - 14
Bowen and Gleeson: Draft Chapter 9
The Nature of Exponential Growth. Donella H. Meadows, Dennis L. Meadows, Jorgen
Randers and William H. Behrens III. In John S. Dryzek and David Schlosberg (editors),
Debating the Earth. Oxford: Oxford University Press. 1998. pp 9 – 22.
Economic Growth, Carrying Capacity, and the Environment. Kenneth Arrow, Bert
Bolin, Robert Costanza, Partha Dasgupta, Carl Folke, C.S. Holling, Bengt-Owe Jansson,
Simon Levin, Karl-Goran Maler, Charles Perrings, and David Pimentel. In John S.
Dryzek and David Schlosberg (editors), Debating the Earth. Oxford: Oxford University
Press. 1998. pp 35 – 40.
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October 16: Emergence of Industrial Modernity
Readings for next week’s class meeting:
Mumford Chapters 15 – 18
Maria T. Brouwer (2002). Weber, Schumpeter and Knight on entrepreneurship and
economic development. Journal of Evolutionary Economics 12: 83–105.
October 23: The Evolution of Urban America
Urban Colloquium 6pm – 7pm
Readings for next week’s class meeting:
Armen A. Alchian (1950). Uncertainty, Evolution, and Economic Theory. Journal of
Political Economy 58 (3): 211 – 221.
J. S. Metcalfe (2002). Knowledge of growth and the growth of knowledge. Journal of
Evolutionary Economics 12: 3 – 15.
Richard H. Day (2008). The technology evolving culture: character and consequence.
Journal of Evolutionary Economics 18: 313 – 322.
Eric D. Beinhocker (2006), The Origin of Wealth: Evolution, Complexity and the Radical
Remaking of Economics. Boston: Harvard Business School Press. Chapter 1.
October 30: The Emergence of Prosperity
Readings for next week’s class meeting:
Bowen, William M. and Kelly L. Kinahan (2014). Midwestern Urban and Regional
Responses to Global Economic Transition. In William M. Bowen (editor), The Road
Through the Rustbelt: From Preeminence to Decline to Prosperity. Kalamazoo, MI:
Upjohn Institute Press.
Kenneth T. Jackson, The Drive-in Culture of Contemporary America. In Richard T.
LeGates and Grederic Stout (eds.). The City Reader, 5th Edition. New York: Routledge:
65 – 74
Robert Fishman, Beyond Suburbia: The Rise of the Technoburb. In Richard T. LeGates
and Grederic Stout (eds.). The City Reader, 5th Edition. New York: Routledge: 75 – 83.

Contemporary Human Settlements
November 6: The New American City
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Urban Colloquium 6pm – 7pm
Readings for next week’s class meeting:
Bowen and Gleeson: Draft Chapter 10
Saskia Sassen, The Impact of the New Technologies and Globalization on Cities. In
Richard T. LeGates and Grederic Stout (eds.). The City Reader, 5th Edition. New York:
Routledge: 554 – 562
Elinor Ostrom (1998). A Behavioral Approach to the Rational Choice Theory of
Collective Action, Presidential Address American Political Science Association 1997.
American Political Science Review 92(1): 1 – 22.
Elinor Ostrom (2014). Do institutions for collective action evolve?
Bioeconomics 16(3): 3 – 30.

Journal of

Optional: Watch Elinor Ostrom’s Nobel Prize in Economics Lecture.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T6OgRki5SgM
November 13: Today’s Global-Scale Settlement Systems
Readings for next week’s class meeting:
U.S. Global Change Research Program Climate Science Special Report (CSSR). June
28, 2017. Fifth-Order Draft. (1). About This Report, pp. 1 – 3, (2). Executive Summary,
pp. 12 – 37.
Richard H. Moss, Jae A. Edmonds, Kathy A. Hibbard, Martin R. Manning, Steven K.
Rose, Detlef P. van Vuuren, Timothy R. Carter, Seita Emori, Mikiko Kainuma, Tom
Kram, Gerald A. Meehl, John F. B. Mitchell, Nebojsa Nakicenovic, Keywan Riahi,
Steven J. Smith, Ronald J. Stouffer, Allison M. Thomson, John P. Weyant & Thomas J.
Wilbanks (2010). The next generation of scenarios for climate change research and
assessment. Nature 463: 747 – 756.
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/41422439_The_Next_Generation_of_Scenarios
_for_Climate_Change_Research_and_Assessment
Optional: National Climate Assessment, 2014. Overview.
http://nca2014.globalchange.gov/highlights#section-5682
Optional: Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, 2013 Report. Summary for
Policy Makers. http://www.climatechange2013.org/images/uploads/WGIAR5SPM_Approved27Sep2013.pdf
November 20: Climate Change and Its Threat to Sustainable Settlement Systems
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Urban Colloquium 6pm – 7pm
Readings for next week’s class meeting:
Robert Reich. Inequality for All. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O_LkMWP2Q2A
Amartya Sen and Elinor Ostrom - A discussion on Global Justice.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VQlXwE-0um0
Inequality Matters: A Report on the World Situation 2013. United Nations Department
of Economic and Social Affairs.
http://www.un.org/esa/socdev/documents/reports/InequalityMatters.pdf
November 27:

Inequality Within and Between Human Settlements

Final exam distributed
Paper #2 due
Readings for next week’s class meeting:
Bowen and Gleeson: Draft Chapter 11
December 4: Decision-making and the Governance of Complex, Large-scale
Human Settlement Systems
Student presentations
December 11: Final Class Meeting
Student presentations
Final exam due

Class Policies and Practices
Grades: A final exam will be given and will account for 30% of the course grade. It
will consist of several take-home essay questions. The primary purpose of the exam will
be to test your knowledge and comprehension of the information, concepts and ideas
contained in the lectures and readings.
Each student will write two short papers, each approximately 5-7 pages in length, and
will make one formal presentation to the class. The first paper will comprise 25% of
your overall course grade, the second 25%, and the final presentation 10%.
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In the first paper you will provide a rudimentary description/explanation of how to
interpret human settlements through the lens of the framework of systems theory and
evolution. The basic idea is to demonstrate your mastery of the basic terms, concepts,
theories and applications covered in the first section of the course (Foundations: The
Origins, Fates and States of Human Settlements). Be sure to comment upon what
difference such a framework might make. For example, how might it affect one’s views
of social processes? Culture? Economics? Equality? Power? Justice? Public Policy?
The second paper will consist of a precis and critique of the Bowen and Gleeson draft
chapters. What specifically did the chapters say? What did they do well? What
improvements should be made for the message they contain to be conveyed in a clearer,
more forceful and coherent manner? This paper will be graded using a “pass-fail”
approach.
The presentation will involve posing and defending a hypothesis about “The Origins and
State of ______ in Human Settlement Systems.” You may fill in the blank with any
aspect of these systems you choose. You might, for example, want to consider
knowledge, morality, language, tribalism, planning, energy or whatever. The objective
will be to describe, using empirical data and information, the salient characterizing
elements of the state of whatever aspect of human settlement systems you chose to
consider. Your presentation should raise important questions and issues and bring up
current facts about your topic, analyze key questions and problems clearly and precisely,
recognize key questionable assumptions in popular views, clarify key concepts
effectively as needed, use language in keeping with educated usage, identify relevant
competing points of view, and demonstrate a commitment to reason carefully from
clearly stated premises on the topic as well as marked sensitivity to important
implications and consequences.
In each case, which is to say for each paper (as well as the presentation), an “A”
assignment will be one that clearly and accurately presents a coherent thesis, argument or
point-of-view, which (in the case of the papers) is free of grammatical and syntactical
errors, and which in the instructor’s judgment provides convincing evidence of a deep,
long, logical chain of reasoning from explicit assumptions and evidence about the
relevant topic.
A “B” assignment will be one that does not meet this standard but that nevertheless
demonstrates that you have a clear grasp of the relevant evidence and principles
regarding the topic, contains no more than a few minor grammatical and syntactical
errors, and/or suggests the possibility that a sound and well-reasoned thesis, argument, or
point-of-view along the lines contained in the paper (and/or presentation) could be
constructed with additional work.
A “C” assignment will be one that does not meet the standard for a “B” assignment, but
that nevertheless contains the rough outline of a thesis, argument or point-of-view.
Evidence and/or logic may be lacking, or the paper may be written in substandard
English.
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Papers and/or presentations that do not meet the standard for a “C” assignment will be
graded accordingly.
The remaining 10% of the course grade will be determined by your participation. Half of
this will be made up of your regular attendance, and half will be made up by submitting
critically-oriented discussion-provocative questions and to participating in an informed
and thoughtful manner in class discussion.
The course is set up in part in a seminar format, so each student’s thorough preparation
and attendance at each class-meeting is a key to a successful outcome. Accordingly, not
later than midnight on Sunday of each week of class, prior to the class meeting, each
student is to upload to Blackboard a file containing two or three discussion questions that
(a) draw on the readings for that week, and (b) have the potential to evoke thoughtful,
critical and relevant discussion in class. These are to be thoughtful, relevant, wellreasoned questions designed to help to form and shape the thoughts of class members and
to improve the quality of the thinking of the members of the class by enabling us to
collectively analyze, assess, and reconstruct the assertions and arguments of the author(s).
For questions on critical thinking see the website of the critical thinking community at:
http://www.criticalthinking.org/
Extra Credit: There is no “extra credit” in this class. No extra homework, reports,
exam re-writes, or any such “bail me out at the end of the semester so I can get the grade
I want” opportunities.
Late assignments and incompletes: Unless extenuating circumstances require
otherwise and the instructor agrees beforehand to accept a late assignment, late work will
not be accepted for full credit. Late papers will be penalized by ½ of a letter grade per
working day. Unless arranged in advance, you must be present in class to hand in your
homework.
A grade of “Incomplete” will not, as a rule, be assigned at the end of class, unless the
conditions stipulated in university’s definition are met.
Expectations for written work: Spell-check and proofread everything you hand in
(these are not the same things). Critically evaluate all work handed in for correctness,
completeness, and clarity. Only work that is error free in all three of these categories will
earn a grade of ‘A’ in this course.
All work must be handed in both as a “hard copy” at the beginning of the relevant class
period as well as electronically through Blackboard.
Cell phones, text messages and online chatting, and other classroom interruptions:
This course has a no-cell-phone policy. Please respect the class by making sure to turn
your cell phone off before entering the classroom. No text messaging or chatting online
is allowed in class: it is disruptive and disrespectful. Also, please be sure to notify the
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instructor if you must leave class in the middle of the period. Each violation of these
three rules will cost up to ten percent of the available points on the next paper or test.
Attendance: Attendance is expected. It is strongly recommended that you attend every
class in its entirety.

University Policies
University Deadlines:
• For the current semester, the deadline for dropping a course is September 8, 2017
• The last day to withdraw from the course is November 3, 2017
• The final examination week is December 11 -16, 2017
Academic Misconduct: Any form of academic misconduct will potentially earn an
immediate grade of F for the course. In addition, your name will likely be forwarded to
the Academic Misconduct Review Committee, for a hearing concerning your suspension
from the University. You should familiarize yourself with the various forms of academic
misconduct in section 3.1.2 of the CSU Student Handbook, available at
http://www.csuohio.edu/compliance/student-code-conduct
The most common academic misconduct infraction arises out of a failure to reference
your information sources. When you use a piece of information in your writing that you
learned from another source then that source must be cited. Information taken verbatim
must be quoted to give the original author credit: information that is paraphrased must be
referenced.
Plagiarism is stealing and/or using the ideas or writings of another in a paper or report
and claiming them as one’s own. This includes but is not limited to the use, by
paraphrase or direct quotation, of the work of another person without full and clear
acknowledgment. The penalties for plagiarism are found in full in the CSU Student
Handbook https://www.csuohio.edu/writing-center/plagiarism
When writing material to submit in class, students at times find it difficult to distinguish
between “helping out” a fellow student, or “working together” on a project and academic
misconduct. These guidelines may be helpful:
•
Never share any of your written or electronic materials with another
student. This includes your homework, data, tables, files, etc. This is academic
misconduct.
•
Work only at your own computer. Do not sit in front of a classmate’s
computer and “take control” by using the mouse, typing on the keyboard, etc. By
doing so, you are actually doing the work that your classmate will hand in and
take credit for.
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•
Write independently. When assignments are graded, sentences that are
duplicated, or even highly similar, in more than one assignment are blatantly
obvious. Writing up your answers without consultation avoids this situation.
Handing in an assignment containing verbatim passages from another student’s
work is academic misconduct.
•
Reference your information sources. When you use a piece of information
in your write up that you learned from another source (for example, your text
book), that source must be referenced. Information taken verbatim must be
quoted (to give the original author credit) and information that is paraphrased
must be referenced. Failing to reference your sources is academic misconduct.
All the work that you hand in must represent your own independent and unique work. It
should be distinct from that of every other student in the class. If you have questions
about this, please ask – it is best to resolve these issues in advance.
The Grade of “Incomplete”: In accordance with university policy: The grade of
Incomplete (I) is given when the work in a course has been generally passing, but when
some specifically required task has not been completed through no fault of the student.
To be clear, an Incomplete is not a way of avoiding a bad grade on your record, or
lightening your academic workload after having missed the last drop date. An
Incomplete will be granted only in those cases that fit all three of the following
guidelines.
1. Student is regularly attending/ participating in the class and has the
potential to pass the course.
2. Student has not completed all assignments and has stopped
attending/participating for reasons deemed justified by the instructor.
3. Student has notified the instructor prior to the end of the grading period.
Important Registration Information: Check with the Urban College’s Student Services
office (687-3884) to see how dropping a course might impact your financial aid,
assistantship, or scholarship.
Cancellation of Class Due to Weather: Class will not be cancelled due to weather
unless the university is closed. CSU determines if evening classes will be held by 2pm
daily. Check the CSU website (http://www.csuohio.edu) for the most up-to-date
information. If CSU is open, class will proceed as scheduled, including any exams or
deadlines that are scheduled for that class.
Students with Special Needs: Educational access includes the provision of classroom
accommodations, auxiliary aids and services to ensure equal educational opportunities for
all students regardless of their disability. Any student who feels he or she may need an
accommodation based upon the impact of a disability should immediately contact the
Office of Disability Services at 216-687-2015. The office is located in MC147.
Accommodations need to be requested in advance and will not be granted retroactively.
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Students should notify the instructor as soon as possible if they have been granted an
accommodation through the Office of Disability Services.
Institutional Equity: Cleveland State University is committed to social justice: the
university makes its best effort not to discriminate on the basis of race, sex, age,
disability, veteran status, religion, sexual orientation, color or national origin. The
instructor fully concurs with that commitment and expects to maintain a positive learning
environment based upon open communication, mutual respect, and non-discrimination.
Personal attacks of any form will not be tolerated.
Supplementary Readings:
Neil Brenner and Roger Keil (2006). The Global Cities Reader. London and New York:
Routledge.
Fernand Baaudel (1817). Civilization and Capitalism, 15th – 18th Century: The
Prospective of the World. Translation from the French by Sian Reynolds. pp 1 – 40.
Paul Cartledge (2002). Sparta and Lakonia: A Regional History, 1300 – 362. London:
Routledge
Charles F. Hockett and Robert Ascher (1969). The Human Revolution. The Subversive
Science: Essays Toward an Ecology of Man, edited by Paul Shepard and Daniel
McKinley. Boston: Houghton Mifflin Company. 13 – 42.
N. Christie and S.T. Loseby (1996). Towns in Transition: Urban Evolution in Late
Antiquity and the Early Middle Ages. Brookfield VT: Scolar Press.
The Economics of the Steady State, Herman E. Daly, The American Economic Review,
Vol. 64, No. 2, Papers and Proceedings of the Eighty-sixth Annual Meeting of the
American Economic Association (May, 1974), pp. 15-21
Jared Diamond (1999). Guns, Germs, and Steel: The Fates of Human Societies. New
York: W.W. Norton and Company.
Jared Diamond (2005). Collapse: How Societies Choose to Fail or Succeed. New York:
Viking Press.
Gustove Glotz (1969). The Greek City and Its Institutions. Translated by N. Mallinson.
London: Routledge
Mason Hammond (1974). The Emergence of Mediaeval Towns: Independence or
Continuity? Harvard Studies in Classical Philology 78: 1 – 33.
Richard T. LeGates and Fredric Stout, editors. (2011). The City Reader. 5th edition.
New York: Routledge.

14

Henri Pirenne (1925). Medieval Cities: Their Origins and the Revival of Trade.
Princeton: Princeton University Press
Norman J.G. Pounds (1969). The Urbanization of the Classical World. Annals of the
Association of American Geographers 59(1); 135 – 157.
Gregory L. Possehl (1990). Revolution in the Urban Revolution: The Emergence of
Indus Urbanization. Annual Review of Anthropology 19: 261 – 282.
Matt Ridley (2010). The Rational Optimist. New York: Harper-Collins Publishers.
O.F. Robinson (1992). Ancient Rome: City Planning and Administration. New York:
Routledge.
Robert Tittler (1984). Late Medieval Urban Prosperity. The Economic History Review.
37 (4): 551-554.
Marc Van De Mieroop (1997).
University Press.

The Ancient Mesopotamian City.

Oxford: Oxford

Robert J. Wenke (1989). Egypt: Origins of Complex Societies. Annual Review of
Anthropology 18: 129 – 155.
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